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Discolithina segmenta BuKRY & PERCIVAL, 1971 

Discolithina 
segmenta 

Figs. 4-6- Discolithina segmenta n. sp., 4) Holotype USNM 169202, }2, 100 meters; 5) cross
polarized, 45° to polarizer; 6) USNM 169203, 55-7-5, 80 em, cross-polarized, 0° to polarizer. 

2000 X. 

Description: 

This imperforate elliptic species is constructed of approximately 30 radially arrayed elements 
that extend from the long axis of the discolith. The interelement sutures are recessed along 
their length, giving the surface of the discolith a corrugated appearance and the peripheral 
margin a scalloped appearance. In cross-polarized light the extinction gyres are simply defined 
along the elements from the periphery to the central axis. 

Size: 8 to 12 microns. 

Remarks: 

No other species of Discolithina lacking a rim cycle has the typical corrugated solid surface 
that results from the simple construction of Discolithina segmenta. Other species of imperfo
rate discoliths such as Discolithina japonica TAKAYAMA or Discolithina plana (BRAMLETTE & 
SuLLIVAN) have a smooth peripheral margin and no large constructional elements evident in 
light microscopy. Discolithina ovata LEVIN & JoERGER lacks a rim but is distinguished by 
having fewer elements and two median sigmoidal slits. Discolithina segmenta probably de
veloped from D. ovata, a lower Oligocene species. 

Type level: 

Late Oligocene. 

Occurrence: Though occurring only in small numbers, Discolithina segmenta is often recognized 
in deep-ocean samples of late Oligocene sediment from the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. It 
occurs in the late Oligocene strata of the Cipero Formation of Trinidad. 

Type locality: 

JOIDES core 2, 100 meters, Blake Plateau, Atlantic Ocean. 

FARINACCI 1975 - VIII/111 



Depository: 

U.S. National Museum. Holotype: USNM 169202; paratype: USNM 169203. 

Author: 

Bukry D. and Percival S.F., Jr., 1971, p. 130; pl. 4, figs. 4-6. 

Reference: 
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